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Inside this issue:  

WELCOME to the 2007/2008 edition of the UNV Syria 
Newsletter. Although considerable time has past since 
the first UNV newsletter was published in 2005, we 
hope to make it up to you by giving you an update of 
UNV activities during the past two years. This issue 
also marks the beginning of a biannual newsletter 
that will keep you informed of our pursuits on a more 
regular basis.  

Looking back, many events have left their mark on 
UNV in Syria. During the past two years, I have wit-
nessed the number of UNV volunteers triple, we have 
celebrated two international volunteer days as well as 
many other UN days, and, as always, we have pro-
moted volunteerism and the Millennium Development 
Goals.  

It has also been a time of increasing attention for 
UNV. UNV volunteers were seen in action on TV and 

heard sharing their experiences over the radio. But 
just as important, we have had many opportunities to 
meet and get to know each other during annual re-
treats and social gatherings.  

What sets UNV apart is its position in between UN 
agencies and civil society. UNV volunteers serve as 
linkages between the government, UN projects and 
the public. The volunteersô contributions build on feel-
ings of solidarity and a commitment to improve the 
world around us.   

Through this newsletter -  which was made possible 
by UNV volunteers and the UN writers -  we want to 
recognize the efforts made by UNV volunteers over 
the years, and also take the opportunity to inform 
other UN agencies and civil society of our activities. 
Enjoy your reading!   

Signe Ejerskov, UNV Programme Officer  
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International Volunteer Day -  

December 5th  

December 5th is the UN International Volunteer Day 
(IVD) for Economic and Social Development.  Each 
year since 1985, the UN system and community or-
ganizations have joined volunteers around the world to 
celebrate volunteers and their contributions to global 
peace, prosperity, and understanding.  

Recent celebrations have strategically focused on 
achieving the 8 Millennium Development Goals 
(MDGs). Syria has made progress on most of the 
MDGs, but with one exception: the environment.  

Therefore, Syrian efforts on IVD 2008 aimed to raise 
awareness of environmental issues, with a specific 
focus on plastic. In Syria, desertification is spreading, 
water resources are scarce and pollution (including 
free - flying plastic bags) is high. Therefore, an Envi-
ronmental Campaign was launched under the slogan 
ñEnough with the Plastic - Use canvas bags!ò.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On the IVD, activities and speeches by high -profile 
guests were centred at Melab Al -Fayhat. Children 
painted canvas bags and participated in environ-
mental workshops, canvas bags were distributed at 
Cham City Centre, and street -cleaning efforts took 
place in neighbourhoods around Damascus. The na-
tional implementing partner of this day, the Red Cres-
cent, mobilized volunteers and organized activities.  
 
On this IVD, Lattakia also participated in raising envi-
ronmental awareness -  the first time IVD activities 
took place outside Damascus. The Scouts and Youth 
Union served as the local implementing partner in 
Lattakia. Rainbow, SHAMS and VED also took part.  
 
IVD 2007, with the slogan óVolunteer for Syria!ô was a 
similar success, with a large number of participants 
and visitors, including officials from the Syrian govern-
ment and foreign ambassadors. It was held in the 
open at Sibki Park in Damascus on a clear winter 
morning.   

International UN Day  

As one of 51 founding members of the United Na-
tions, Syria has observed every UN Day since the 
charter came into force on October 24, 1945. This 
year, the 63 rd  celebration, focused on Syriaôs commit-
ment to international cooperation to attain the UN 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs).  
 
The evening was held at the Rida Said Conference 
Hall  and was attended by over 200 people, including 
H.E. Mrs. Diala Haj Aref, the popular Syrian actress 
Mrs Sulaf Fawakhirji, diplomats and UN staff and UNV 
volunteers. The evening was opened with the Na-
tional Anthem, sung by an Iraqi and Syrian childrenôs 
choir and a brief speech by Mr Ismail Ould Cheikh 
Ahmed, the UN Resident Coordinator in Syria.  
 
H.E. Dr. Faisal Mekdad, Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, took to the podium to talk about Syriaôs long 
history with the UN. Dr. Mekdad addressed problems 
particular to Syria, such as the Golan Heights, which 
is subject to dispute with Israel. He spoke of the need 
to help the 0.5 million Syrians displaced from the 
area, and of Syriaôs commitment to solve the conflict. 
 
Another of Syriaôs main preoccupations is its role as 
host to half a million Palestinian refugees. Since they 
arrived in the late 1940s they have received help and 
rights. ñSyria welcomes many refugees,ò said Dr. 
Mekdad.  ñWe continue to work with Palestinian refu-
gees and also to support our Iraqi brothers,ò he said. 
 

The evening was not just concerned with political de-
velopments and refugee issues, however. Syria, as do 
all UN member states, signed up to the eight interna-
tional goals set by the UN in 2000 ï the Millennium 
Development Goals. They include eradicating poverty 
and hunger, improved maternal care, and universal 
enrolment of children in primary education. The ac-
tress Sulaf Fawakhirji spoke of the successes 
achieved in pursuit of the goals, but emphasised how 
much work remains to be done.  

Seventeen NGOs and UN agencies staffed tents that 
offered the public a chance to learn about volunteer 
opportunities all over Syria.  

Through handouts and activities, volunteers and agen-
cies informed visitors about their development pro-
jects, in the spirit of promoting volunteerism as an es-
sential element of human development. IVD is a 
chance to engage the public and raise awareness of 
the many opportunities for volunteering in Syria. The 
IVD also provides great opportunities for local NGOs to 
meet, which may lead to partnership and collaboration.  
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